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10™ SEPTEMBER

e Safer Internet Day ool Zupiidl ogy
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Principal’s Message - Ms. Jo Hayward
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It has been wonderful to welcome our Durham girls and families back for another
school year, and a special welcome to everyone joining our community for the first
time. We have already had a fantastic start, with so much to celebrate, including
the excellent examination results achieved by our students. We are incredibly
proud of their hard work and determination, and grateful to our staff and families
for the support they provide along the way.

The first few weeks have brought such positive energy to the school, and it has
been lovely to see our students settling in and enjoying our newly enhanced
facilities, including the Technology Lab, Art Rooms, Photography Suites and Dance
Studio.

We look forward to building on this positive start and seeing our girls continue to
learn, grow and achieve with Confidence for Life!

With warmest wishes,
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Message from the Head of Primary - Ms Rachael Small

It has been wonderful to welcome our girls back to
Primary and see our classrooms filled with happy faces,
enthusiasm and a love of learning.

At DSGD, we believe every day is an opportunity to learn
and grow. Alongside academic success, we want our
girls to develop confidence, kindness and respect for
others.

One of our key focuses this year is positive social
behaviour and respect for others. Simple phrases such as
“Good Morning”, “Please”, “Thank You” and “Have a Nice
Day” help create a warm and welcoming school
community where everyone feels valued.

We encourage our girls to greet their teachers, friends
and other members of our school community. These
small acts of kindness help build confidence and
strengthen relationships.

We look forward to working in partnership with our
parents and celebrating our girls’ achievements
throughout the year.

Thank you for your continued support.

Be kind. Be respectful. Be confident. Be Durham.
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Messages from Ms Rebecca Saunders - Head of Secondary

It has been a pleasure to welcome our students back to
DSGD for another exciting academic year. We are
delighted to see our girls returning with enthusiasm and
ready to learn, grow and embrace new opportunities.
This year, students are encouraged to reflect on their
choices and consider: What will you be remembered
for in June 2027?

We are delighted to welcome Ms Shanaz Gordan,
Deputy Head Academic, and Ms Kirsten Eaton, Deputy
Head Pastoral and Designated Safeguarding Lead, who
will further strengthen the support available to our
students.

Guided by our M.A.R.K. values, we encourage every girl
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build resilience through effort and determination.
Reminders

Excellent attendance, punctuality and high standards of
uniform remain essential. Every lesson, attendance mark
and choice matters.

Thank you for your continued support as we look
forward to a year of ambition, achievement and growth.
Be courageous. Be ambitious. Be resilient. Be Durham.
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Exciting New Spaces at Durham
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There are lots of exciting changes to discover around Durham this year! Our
Durham Wing has been refreshed with new spaces for Art, Music, Textiles
and Dance, alongside an upgraded Food and Technology Lab, refreshed
branding and improvements across the campus.

We’'re also delighted to welcome Al Hallab as our new catering provider,
bringing fresh, balanced and high-quality meal options to our students. We
hope these new spaces and improvements make everyday school life even
more enjoyable for our Durham girls as they learn, create and grow with
Confidence for Life!
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We are delighted to share that our Primary Library has been refreshed, with
an exciting collection of new books for our girls to explore and enjoy.
Through regular library visits and reading lessons, we hope to spark
——ULLL curiosity, inspire imagination and nurture a lifelong love of reading.
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“A book is a magical place where your imagination can go anywhere!”




Career Counsellors Hub
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Our Career Counsellor represented Durham School for Girls Doha at the
Career Counsellors Hub on 1-2 September, joining two days of professional
learning focused on university pathways, study abroad opportunities,
future careers, Al in student guidance and essential professional skills. The
event provided valuable insights and practical guidance to further
strengthen the support we offer our students as they plan their next steps
beyond Durham.
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Our Year 12 students are off to a fantastic start as they begin their Sixth
Form journey! From choosing their academic pathways at Enrolment Day
to welcoming families and taking their first steps as student leaders, it has
been a busy and exciting start. We look forward to seeing our students
grow in confidence, embrace new opportunities and work towards their

future ambitions.
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A Positive Start to Secondary School - Year 7 Transition Event
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Moving into Secondary is an exciting milestone, and our Year 7 Transition Event was a wonderful opportunity
to welcome students and families to this new chapter at Durham. Families met our teaching and pastoral
teams, learned more about Year 7, the British curriculum, school values and wellbeing support, and had the
opportunity to ask questions.

The event helped strengthen the partnership between home and school, ensuring our Year 7 girls begin
Secondary feeling confident, supported and ready to thrive.
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Year 8 students put their scientific investigation skills to the test through
a fun, hands-on challenge involving four different stations. They
investigated how distance affects the strength of a magnet, how drop
height affects the bounce height of a ball, how water temperature
affects the time sugar takes to dissolve, and how ramp height affects the
distance travelled by a toy car. Students made predictions, carefully
collected data and compared their results, putting their scientific
thinking and practical skills into action!
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designated lanyard at all times while on the school
premises.

This helps our team easily identify authorised
visitors and ensures the safety and wellbeing of our
students and wider school community.
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Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation in helping us keep Durham a safe and
welcoming place for everyone.

Clubs Are Coming Soon!
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Joining a club helps students build confidence,
teamwork, and leadership skills. Universities
highly regard this commitment, as it shows a
willingness to contribute beyond the classroom.
Please look out for further information coming
soon.
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Offer is extended until 30th September

Invite your friends & family to
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You will both receive QAR 1,000 off
tuition fees (per child enrolled).
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Thank You!
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